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Play a crucial role in the 

lives of children, 

young people and adults.  

 

Build a rewarding 

career path as a teacher 

or educator, ranging 

from childhood education 

through to adult 

learning, and help to 

shape the minds of 

future generations.  

 

Gain practical teaching 

and learning experience 

through professional 

placements, access the 

latest in teaching 

technologies, and 

overseas study 
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KATE AKEROYD : TEACHER 
My Name is Kate Akeroyd and I am currently 

a Relief Teacher around the Gawler and 

Barossa area whilst I apply for teaching 

contracts for the year 2020. 

I attended Gawler and District college from 

2010-2014 and attended the University of 

South Australia where I initially studied a 

Bachelor of Human Movement before 

moving into studying a Masters of Teaching 

(Primary). When I graduated from year 12, I 

had my heart set on teaching high school 

Physical Education, but after working as an 

SSO in a couple of primary schools, I found 

out that I was more suited to teaching 

primary aged children.  

Whilst studying in year 12, I recognised that I 

needed to prioritise my studies over other 

aspects of my life (these good study habits 

carried over into university life). I negotiated 

with my workplace to cut my hours back to a 

more manageable workload and understood 

that it is okay to say no to friends sometimes 

– especially when your deadlines are 

creeping up on you.  

I achieved quite high grades throughout year 

12 to get the 90 ATAR needed at the time to 

be admitted into Human Movement. I really 

struggled going from high school being a 

‘high achiever’ to getting Pass and Credit 

grades (with the occasional Distinction or 

High Distinction)  – it really affected my 

confidence, but at the end of the day P’s GET 

DEGREES (seriously, the best motto to live by in 

University).  

 

University is one of the hardest things I have 

ever done, but also the most amazing thing. I 

battled with mental health issues and was 

suffering from panic attacks twice a day – 

getting help from university counsellor was the 

best decision I made, they helped me form 

coping strategies and sorted out an ‘Access Plan’ 

where my due dates were able to be extended 

and I was able to have exams in a small room 

with a smaller amount of people which really 

took the pressure off. I urge anyone to seek 

advice from a counsellor if they feel like they are 

struggling, feeling like the degree isn’t right for 

you, or just need someone to talk to – best part 

is, it is a free service!  

I have only been relief teaching for half a term, 

but so far, I have realised how lucky I am to be in 

such a rewarding profession and am excited to 

see what this career has in store for me.  
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